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GEARING UP FOR 2001: INTERIM WORK WELL UNDERWAY 
Even though the 77th legislative session is more than eight months away, the Capitol is already busy with interim committee 
work, special studies and task forces. Interim committees have come to play an important role in state government in both 
overseeing state agency activities and preparing the policy groundwork for the next legislative session. They also provide a 
crucial opportunity for public input on important issues before proposals are drafted into legislation and lawmakers become 
immersed in the busy session. This Policy Page summarizes key interim committee activities the Center is monitoring and 
offers ways for interested parties to keep track of their progress and take advantage of opportunities for public input.  Budget 
committees have also been meeting; we will provide separate analyses of their activities in the future. NOTE: Scheduled 
committee dates/times were current as of today; please check http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlo/cmte.htm for updates. 

 
A complete list of interim charges for the House and Senate can be found on these websites: 

http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/Commit.htm and http://www.house.state.tx.us/house/interim/charges.htm 
Archived audio and video files of past hearings can be accessed at: 

http://www.house.state.tx.us/house/commit/commit.htm and http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/Live.htm 
 

Health and Human Services  
Senate Human Services  
Committee charges: 
� Examine several long-term care (LTC) issues. 
� Evaluate services for hardest-to-serve adult welfare 
recipients and children on welfare. 
� Assess state’s ability to avoid long-term welfare 
dependency for both of these populations and develop 
strategies to encourage self-sufficiency and movement from 
welfare to work. 
� Monitor federal developments related to LTC and 
welfare issues, and their potential impact on Texas. 
� Monitor implementation of several bills enacted in 1999, 
including SB 374 (provision of certain LTC services, 
continuation of the Texas Dept. on Aging [TDA], and the 
consolidation of DHS and TDA into a new agency on aging 
and disability services); and HB 2641 (HHSC Sunset bill). 
� Also, monitor the effects of the additional resources 
provided to the Dept. of Protective and Regulatory Services.  

At the October meeting the committee heard testimony 
from several HHS agencies and the TWC, as well as from 
CPPP. A copy of our testimony is available at: 
http://www.cppp.org/products/testimony/testimony/tst-
hardtoserve.html. 

This committee is likely to be the source of an array of 
legislative and regulatory changes to welfare and workforce 
policies. Sanction and penalty processes are being reviewed, as 
well as new approaches to screening and assessing clients, and 
better targeting needed services to them and their children.  

PAST MEETINGS:  October 28, 1999 
UPCOMING:    April 19, 9 A.M., Austin 

 
Senate Health Services  
Charges: 
� Study changes in Medicaid since the beginning of system 
reforms. 
� Assess reform in light of what managed care was expected 
to accomplish, as well as the impact on patients and indigent 
care providers and the cost implications to the state. 
� Also, evaluate the ability of Medicaid managed care 
organizations and the state to manage chronic illnesses and 
develop strategies for disease management for certain 
populations. Monitor CHIP implementation (SB 445).  
 

PAST MEETINGS:  November 4 and 8, 1999 
January 11th in Dallas 

February 7th in Houston 
UPCOMING:  April 10, 10 a.m.  San Antonio 
 
Blue Ribbon Task Force on the Uninsured 
The Blue Ribbon Task Force on the Uninsured was created 
by Senate Concurrent Resolution 6 in 1999. The task force 
was created to examine the problem of Texans who lack 
health insurance, to review demographic trends relating to 
the uninsured population, and to examine other states’ 
programs, laws, and systems which address the lack of 
affordable health coverage. The task force will develop a 
“market-based improvement plan to ensure that Texans have 
access to affordable health care coverage” and prepare 
recommendations for consideration by the 77th Legislature. 
The nine-member task force includes three public members 
appointed by the governor (Dr. Nancy Wilson Dickey, of 
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College Station, John C. Goodman, and Boone Powell, both 
of Dallas), three senators appointed by the Lt. Governor 
(Senators Harris, Bernsen, Shapleigh) and three 
representatives appointed by the speaker (Representatives 
Glaze, Coleman, Eiland). Public testimony is taken at all 
hearings, on all topics, not just the hearing topic. Testimony is 
needed on topics such as removing barriers to Medicaid, and 
the need for access to affordable health insurance for the 4.9 
million uninsured Texans. For details on times and locations, 
call (512) 463-0110. 

 
PAST MEETINGS:    October 10, 1999 

December 16, 1999 
January 20th in Harlingen:  Insurance Regulation 

March 21st in Houston:  Hospitals 
UPCOMING: (Topics not announced) 

May 10:  Dallas at the Truett Hospital 
July 20:  El Paso 

September 13:  Tyler/Gilmer Area 
 

Joint Committee on Health Care Mandates 
Members are Sens. Nelson, Ogden, Madla, Barrientos, 
Carona, and Reps. Gallego, Averitt, Eiland, Gray and 
Smithee. The committee is charged with reviewing current 
mandates, and also determining a means of evaluating the 
cost/benefit of any future mandates. Twelve current 
mandates were chosen for a cost/benefit review. These 
benefits will be reviewed by a contractor selected by the Texas 
Department of Insurance. At the committee’s March 27th 
hearing, stakeholders—including representatives of insurance, 
employers, employees, providers, and consumers—submitted 
recommendations. Suggested policies included: requiring the 
state to pay for any mandates that have a broad public health 
benefit (insurers and employers promoted this); a sunset of all 
mandated benefits after 4 years; a requirement that any new 
mandates first be evaluated for cost, use of “health marts,” 
revising small employer coverage to require that premiums 
for “bare bones” policies be guaranteed to be at least 25% 
lower than other policies, and (from Rep. Averitt), removing 
the high-risk employees of a small employer and putting 
them into the high-risk pool, and requiring the employer to 
pay the cost of the high-risk pool premiums.  

PAST MEETINGS:   November 8, 1999 
 March 27, 2000 
UPCOMING: April 17, 10 AM, Austin 
 
 
House Public Health 
Charges: 
� Examine pharmaceutical industry issues; technological 
developments (such as telemedicine) in health care delivery 

and their implications; disease management efforts in public 
health programs for chronically ill Texans; issues arising from 
hospital system sales, conversions, partnerships and mergers; 
and requirements imposed on EMS providers in rural areas. 
� Also, oversee agencies and programs under the 
committee’s jurisdiction, including CHIP, HHS agencies’ 
restructuring under HB 2641, and Medicaid managed care. 
 
The committee created a workgroup to study the issue of 
simplifying Children’s Medicaid eligibility, which will soon 
meet jointly with House Human Services (see below). 

 
PAST MEETINGS:   January 31 

February 29 
March 20 

UPCOMING: April 25, 10 a.m. Austin 
 
House Human Services   
Charges:  

• Examine issues created by the transition of TANF to 
federal law when the state’s waiver expires in 2002. 
Include a review of the final TANF rules and how 
other states use TANF, besides the cash grant 
program. Consider policies to improve outcomes for 
people leaving welfare.  

• Study financial difficulties experienced by nursing 
home companies, including the reasons for 
bankruptcies and closures, state policies and 
resources for dealing with them, and impacts on 
residents.  

• Assess the state’s responsibilities and policies 
regarding supports for individuals with disabilities in 
community-based settings. 

• Study the state’s public assistance eligibility, 
application and review processes, and other DHS 
client communications, to ensure that clients are 
getting the supports necessary to make a successful 
transition to self-sufficiency. 

 
As with Senate Human Services, this committee will be 
another important source of proposed changes to public 
assistance policy. Two Center staff were invited to testify to 
this committee. Copies of their presentations can be found at: 
 
http://www.cppp.org/products/testimony/testimony/tst2-25-
00.htm and 
http://www.cppp.org/products/testimony/testimony/tst-
charge4.htm  
 

PAST MEETING:  February 23 
UPCOMING:  April 26, 10 AM, Austin (Charges 4 & 1) 
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Select Committee on Health and Human Services 
(Co-chaired by House Public Health and Human Services 
committee chairs)  
 
Implementation of HB 2641, including public input 
regarding policies implemented by HHSC and its operating 
agencies. The Committee shall obtain advance copies of all 
official submissions to the federal government pertaining to 
waivers or other changes in policies or operations affecting 
Texas, including those relating to Medicaid, CHIP, TANF, 
and LTC. 

PAST MEETING:   March 9 
 
Tobacco Settlement  Funds  
In January, legislators on the Senate Finance subcommittee 
on Tobacco Settlement Funds were told there could be at 
least a $72 million shortfall in tobacco settlement revenue in 
the 2000-01 biennium. HHS agencies testified on their 
current use of tobacco funds; CPPP staff testified that CHIP 
and other public health programs/endowments should take 
priority over endowments for health science centers and other 
higher education uses of tobacco funds.  

 
PAST MEETINGS:       January 13 

 February 17 
 
House Appropriations: Human Services subcommittee met 
January 27th about tobacco settlement funds. Subcommittee 
on Tobacco Settlement met March 11 to hear an overview 
from Comptroller and AG’s office. 

 
PAST MEETINGS:   January 27 

 March 11 
 
E-Texas Task Force on HHS: Officially launched in 
November 1999 by the Texas Comptroller’s Office, the E-
Texas citizen’s advisory commission includes a task force on 
Health Care and Human Services. E-Texas is looking for 
ways to save the state money, improve customer service, and 
make better use of technology in government. The Health 
Care and Human Services Task Force met on March 16 in 
the Woodlands. See http://www.e-texas.org/hhs/ for more 
information.  
 
In addition to the above, the Sunset Commission will be 
conducting a review of the Children’s Trust Fund Council. 
 

Taxation  
House Ways and Means  
• Monitor economic impact of Internet commerce on state 

and local tax revenues. Monitor the activities and 
recommendations of the federal Advisory Commission 
on Electronic Commerce. 

• Identify and list specific changes to the tax structure that 
would: (1) produce the most positive effect on gross state 
product; (2) produce the most positive effect on the 
creation and retention of jobs that pay a living wage; (3) 
most benefit troubled or declining industries, such as 
agriculture or oil production; (4) promote enhanced tax 
equity, including mitigation of the regressivity of the 
current tax structure; and (5) address loopholes that 
permit certain taxpayers to avoid equitable taxation. 

• Review the tax exemptions and credits approved by the 
76th Legislature, including SB 441 and the emergency 
oil/gas severance tax measures, and evaluate their success 
in achieving legislative goals. 

 

Education  
Senate Education 
• Look into state’s method for reporting public school 

dropouts and the accuracy of dropout information;  
• Monitor the implementation of SB 4 (public school 

finance, property tax relief); SB 103 (assessments of 
public K-12 students); SB 104 (keeping campuses open 
after school for recreational purposes, latchkey programs, 
and tutoring); SB 875 (school district financial 
accountability); SB 955 (pre-reading instruction); HB 
2075 (public notice required before a school district 
adopts a proposed budget and tax rate); and HB 2307 
(assistance to certain low-performing school districts).  

 
Particular attention to be paid to SB 4, especially the impact 
on changes in teacher pay and benefits; the effect on fast-
growth school districts; the overall impact on school finance 
equity; the effect of the instructional facilities allotment and 
Tier 3; the implementation of programs to curb social 
promotion; and the grant programs for pre-k, kindergarten 
and 9th grade remediation.  

PAST MEETINGS:   October 12 
October 25 

November 12 
February 10th in Dallas 

March 1 
April 5 

 
House Public Education 
Charges: evaluation of charter schools in Texas; review state 
programs in alternative education, disciplinary alternative 
education and juvenile justice alternative education; assess 
state policies in career and technical education, particularly 
for students not pursuing advanced degrees; and oversight of 
the agencies and initiatives under the committee’s 
jurisdiction, especially the pre-K, kindergarten and 9th grade 
grant programs authorized in SB 4, 76th Legislature. 

PAST MEETINGS:          March 1 
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Community and workforce development 
Policy Page readers may also be interested in the following 
interim activities. Contact Center staff for more information. 
• Sunset Commission review of Department of Economic 

Development and of Housing and Community Affairs 
• Senate Border Affairs interim activities 
• House Economic Development (charges include an 

assessment of the local workforce development board 
system, and a monitoring of the Unemployment 
Insurance trust fund). At its meeting on March 21, the 
committee heard invited testimony on the response of 
the Texas Department of Economic Development to its 
recent audit, from the Texas Workforce Commission on 
the unemployment insurance trust fund, and from the 
Comptroller on its performance evaluation of the Smart 
Jobs and Skills Development Funds. Subcommittees 
were appointed on Smart Jobs and unemployment 
insurance. 

• House Select Committee on Rural Development: 
Meeting on April 19 at 10 AM in Plainview. 

 

You are encouraged to copy and 
distribute this edition of 
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