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New National Report: 35,000 Fewer Abused & Neglected Children 
Eligible for Federal Support; Texas Children at Risk  

 
 
AUSTIN, TX—Over the past decade, thousands of foster children and the states responsible for 
them have lost critical federal support and this problem is only projected to get worse, according 
to a study just released by KIDS ARE WAITING: Fix Foster Care Now.   
 
According to the report, Time for Reform: Fix the Foster Care Lookback, part of this decline can 
be attributed to a federal “lookback” provision. This policy determines whether today’s foster 
children are eligible for federal support by “looking back” to family income requirements set in 
1996 by the now defunct Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC).  
 
Because a smaller percentage of total families qualify as 1996-poor with each passing year, a 
smaller percentage of abused and neglected children are entitled to federal funding. This means 
these children are not eligible for federal foster care funding.   
 
Approximately 35,000 fewer children are now ineligible for federal funding—an estimated $1.9 
billion loss in federal foster care support to the states.  Every year, experts project that 
approximately 5,000 more children will become ineligible for federal funding.  
 
“It’s time to eliminate the lookback so that all abused and neglected foster children can get the 
help they need,” said F. Scott McCown, Executive Director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities.  “This isn’t just a matter of state versus federal spending; it is an issue of child safety.  
Congress needs to look forward, not back.”   
 
Read the full national report at www.kidsarewaiting.org.  This report is part of a national, 
nonpartisan campaign dedicated to promoting foster care reform, led by the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, with CPPP as a partner.   
 
Read CPPP’s analysis of the impact of the lookback on Texas at 
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=619. 
 
CPPP is a nonpartisan, nonprofit research organization committed to improving public policies 
to better the economic and social conditions of low- and moderate-income Texans.  
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