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CPPP HAILS U.S. SENATE PASSAGE OF ADOPTION INCENTIVES 
BILL, URGES QUICK PRESIDENTIAL ACTION 

Austin, Texas—The Center for Public Policy Priorities today announced that the U.S. Senate passed the Fostering 
Connection to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act, which contains sweeping and comprehensive improvements 
to the U.S. foster care system.  Without this legislation, our nation’s current federal adoptions incentives program 
would expire on September 30.  

 
“Senate passage of this important adoption incentives bill means that many kids are one step closer to finding 
permanent homes with ‘forever families.’ CPPP is proud of the hard, successful work done by the Kids are 
Waiting Campaign on this issue. Since the current adoption incentives program will expire on September 30, 
we’re hopeful that the President will sign this legislation as soon as it reaches his desk,” CPPP Senior Policy 
Analyst Jane Burstain said. 
 
CPPP is a member organization of the Kids are Waiting Campaign. You can learn more about the campaign at 
http://www.kidsarewaiting.org.  
 
A growing population of older or special needs children lives in so-called temporary foster homes only to “age out” 
of the system when they turn 18 with nowhere to go and no one to care.  This bill increases options for these 
children.  It encourages adoption of special needs and older children through increased financial incentives.  For 
those that cannot be adopted, the bill provides federal funding to support permanent homes with relatives serving as 
the child’s legal guardian.   
 
The adoption incentives bill also addresses the long-ignored needs of Native American children.  For the first time, 
tribal governments will be able to receive foster care funds directly from the federal government, ensuring that more 
Native American children can remain in their own communities.   
 
The Senate passed the Fostering Connection to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act on September 22, 2008.  The 
House of Representatives passed their version of the bill on Wednesday, September 17. The President must now 
sign it before it becomes law. 
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