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Supreme Court’s Decision Means Affordable Coverage for Texas Families 

(AUSTIN, Texas)—The Center for Public Policy Priorities released the following statement today regarding the Supreme 
Court’s decision to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: 

“Today’s Supreme Court decision to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is great news for Texas 
families. With more than 6 million Texans uninsured and billions of dollars in federal funding on the table for our state, 
Texas has the most to gain from today’s pivotal decision.  

“Millions of Texans have already benefited from the ACA — seniors are paying lower drug costs, people with pre-existing 
conditions received coverage, young adults have been able to stay on their parents’ insurance plan, and insurance no 
longer has lifetime limits and covers preventive care with no out-of-pocket costs. After today’s decision, they can all rest 
assured that the law’s changes will remain in place. Also, millions more will benefit from reforms that will be implemented 
in 2014 when no one can be denied coverage due to a pre-existing condition and low- and moderate-income Texans will 
have access to more affordable coverage. 

“The 2014 coverage expansions – through Medicaid and sliding-scale subsidies for private insurance in the new 
exchange – will be financed overwhelmingly by the federal government. From 2014-2019, coverage expansions are 
estimated to bring $119 billion new federal dollars to the state, while Texas must put up about $6 billion from our state 
budget for its share of the Medicaid expansion. This is a great deal for Texas – millions of our uninsured will finally have 
affordable coverage and the state budget will only have to pick up a small fraction of the tab.  The Court’s decision raises 
the possibility that individual states could refuse to expand Medicaid, leaving billions of federal dollars on the table and 
millions of our poor uninsured. 

To make sure Texas fully benefits from the federal health care law’s changes, our state leaders should: 

• Create and implement an effective “exchange”—a competitive health insurance market 
• Move forward with Medicaid coverage for our working poor adults 
• Ensure our Medicaid enrollment system is ready to work with that new exchange 
• Select new state minimum standard for insurance benefits that takes effect in 2014 
• Reestablish the Texas Department of Insurance’s health insurance consumer assistance office, and  
• Provide TDI with needed authority to enforce new consumer protections and deny excessive rate increases. 

Join our analysts and other experts on a conference call for reporters and opinion writers today at 1 p.m. after the ruling. 
Texas families affected by the decision and some of the state’s leading health care experts will provide perspective on the 
court ruling’s impact for Texans.  

To access the conference call line, dial 866-740-1260 and enter the access code 3399042. The call has been organized 
by the Texas Well and Healthy campaign, a broad, grassroots coalition working to ensure that every Texan has access to 
comprehensive and affordable health insurance. It is a collaboration of members of Cover Texas Now and other health 
care coalitions in the state.   
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About the Center  
The Center for Public Policy Priorities is a nonpartisan, nonprofit policy institute committed to improving public policies to make a better Texas. You can 
learn more about the Center at www.cppp.org.  

Join us across the Web  
Twitter: @CPPP_TX Facebook: www.facebook.com/bettertexas  YouTube: www.youtube.com/CPPPvideo 
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