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We Must Preserve Our Women’s Health Program 

(AUSTIN, Texas) ─ The Center for Public Policy Priorities released the following statement today regarding Texas’ plans to 

exclude Planned Parenthood from participating in the Women’s Health Program. 

“Every one of us wants to live and work in healthy communities where we all have the opportunity to reach our potential. But 

our state’s elected leaders are pursuing a tragic course that undermines these goals. Effective March 14, the state plans to 

implement a new rule designed to exclude Planned Parenthood from participating in our state’s Women’s Health Program, 

but which in reality will destroy the program.  

“The Women’s Health Program provides essential well-woman services, including pap smears, birth control, and breast exams 

to low-income women without health insurance ages 18 to 44.  By implementing this new rule, the state provokes an almost 

certain cut-off of 90 percent of the program’s funds, which come from the federal government.     

“The Women’s Health Program: 
• Protects women’s health through well-woman care. 

• Reduces poverty for women and children by providing low-income women critical access to birth control.     

• Reduces Medicaid costs from unplanned births. (A birth averages over $11,000 per mother and newborn.  From 

2007-2009, the Women’s Health Program saved over $120 million.)  

• Reduces abortions by averting unplanned pregnancies.  

“Under current law, the program does not pay for abortions or fund any providers who offer abortions. But the state’s new rule 

excludes health-care providers from participating in the program if they have any kind of common ownership or management, 

or share a name or brand, with another provider that offers abortions, even if the two are legally separate entities. State leaders 

readily admit that the new rule is designed solely to deny funding to Planned Parenthood.     

“In December, the federal government notified state officials that the state’s new rule violates a federal requirement that 

women be allowed to select their own caregivers. Seeking to avoid a funding cut-off, the federal government extended its 

financial participation in the program through March 31, but made clear that if the state adopted the new rule, federal 

participation in the program would end.    

“Despite this notification, the state has announced it is moving forward. Consequently, after March 31, the federal 

government will likely terminate funding.  The 114,000 women a month currently served by the program will have extremely 

limited options left for affordable preventive well-woman care and birth control.          

http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/WomensHealth/ProviderAnnouncements.html�
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“Texas has one other program that provides well-woman services and birth control for women at the Texas Department of 

State Health Services, but the state severely limited the capacity of this program through deep budget cuts.  The program has 

gone from enough money to help 212,000 women a year to enough to help only 61,000 women a year. 

“If the Women’s Health Program is also shut down, as seems likely at this point, Texas will have reduced the total number of 

women it helps with pap smears, breast exams, and birth control by over 80 percent. And the entire program will be shut 

down.  It isn’t just Planned Parenthood who will lose funding, but every provider in the state, including public hospital clinics, 

county health departments, and Federally Qualified Health Centers. We urge the state to abandon course.” 
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Reporters who wish to request an interview with one of the center’s policy analysts should contact Brian Stephens at 

stephens@cppp.org or 512.320.0222, ext. 112. 

About the Center  
The center for Public Policy Priorities is a nonpartisan, nonprofit policy institute committed to improving public policies to make a better Texas. You can 
learn more about the Center at www.cppp.org.  

Join us across the Web  
Twitter:  @CPPP_TX 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bettertexas  
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/CPPPvideo 
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