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Statement on Reducing the Federal Deficit 
America needs a balanced package of selected tax increases and careful spending cuts  

(AUSTIN, Texas) ─ Center for Public Policy Priorities (CPPP) Executive Director F. Scott McCown made the following 

comments today about what should be done by the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction (the “supercommittee”).   

The Budget Control Act requires the committee to propose by October 14 a way to reduce the federal deficit by $1.2 to $1.5 

trillion over the next 10 years.     

“For the good of the country, the committee needs to succeed.  But success requires a balanced package that combines selected 

revenue increases with careful spending cuts. A cuts-only approach would devastate low- and moderate-income Americans 

because it would mean severe cuts in critical areas like Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security.   

“Our state would be among those hit hardest by a cuts-only approach because we have so many low-income families. Doing 

nothing would also be hard on Texas because it would trigger automatic cuts, including to defense. Texas benefits from 

significant federal spending, including from military bases and defense contracting. Most important, though, is that doing 

nothing would leave the country with an unsustainable imbalance between revenue and spending.           

“Every American generation has paid its share of taxes, and we need to pay ours. Tax increases—including letting some or all 

of the Bush Administration tax cuts expire—would help, not hurt, our economy. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has 

concluded that when tax increases are used to reduce budget deficits they spur job creation and long-term economic growth.   

“In fact, every recent bi-partisan proposal has endorsed a balanced approach to deficit reduction that includes significant new 

revenues. Only a balanced approach can put us on a sustainable budget path, protect vulnerable Americans, and ensure a 

strong economy.” 

For more information, see:   

“Supercommittee” Should Develop Balanced Package of Tax Increases and Spending Cuts, CBPP, September 27, 2011. 

Website of the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction.  
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About CPPP  

The Center for Public Policy Priorities (CPPP) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit policy institute committed to improving public policies to better 

the economic and social conditions of low- and moderate-income Texans. You can learn more about CPPP at www.cppp.org.  

Join us across the Web  
Twitter:  @CPPP_TX 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bettertexas  
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/CPPPvideo 
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