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REPORT: TEENS FARING BETTER IN TEXAS  

 
Austin, TX—After many years of worsening conditions, teens are faring better in Texas, according to 
The State of Texas Children 2005, a report released today by the Center for Public Policy Priorities 
(CPPP) that examines the status of children across all of Texas’ 254 counties. 
 
“Teens are doing better in Texas in many areas,” said Frances Deviney, Texas KIDS COUNT director. 
“However, when looking at children overall, many conditions have actually gotten worse.” 
 
Some Conditions Improving for Teens: 
The most encouraging trend in The State of Texas Children 2005 is that teens across the state are 
doing better across a variety of indicators:  

• Texas’ dropout rate declined by 46% from 2000 to 2004, a 68% drop since 1996.  
• Texas’ teen birth rate is down by 10% from 2000 to 2003. 
• The rate of teen violent death has declined by 9% from 2000 to 2003. 

 
Overall Conditions Worsening: 
Despite some gains for teens, when examining conditions for Texas’ children overall, very few 
conditions have improved. In many cases, they have become worse. 

• After drops in the late 1990s, the percentage of kids living in poverty is on the rise. Just 
over one in five Texas children (over 1.3 million) lives in poverty (2002). To put this in 
perspective, one in every nine U.S. children in poverty lives in Texas. 

• Since 1998, Texas has had the highest rate of children without health insurance in the 
nation. Currently, 21% of Texas’ children do not have health insurance (average from 2002-
2004). 

• Nearly 2,500 Texas infants died before their first birthday in 2003, a 17% increase since 
2000. 

 
For specific county-level data and to make comparisons across counties, visit 

ttp://www.cppp.org/factbook05/county_select.phph .    
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The Center for Public Policy Priorities (CPPP) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization and the Texas 
home to KIDS COUNT, a national and state-by-state effort to track the well-being of children. KIDS COUNT is 
funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
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